SCHOLARS AFFIRMING A MAKAAN FOR ALLAH, DOESN'T MEAN HE IS CONFINED 
Abdullah Bin Mirdas (18AH) 


High above the throne of our Lord, Allah’s makaan(place) is higher and greater 


TARIKH AT-TABARI, TARIKH AL-UMAM WAL-MULUK - IBN JARIR AT-TABARI Page 2365 
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Mujahid ibn Jabr (104AH) 


“Between the seven heavens and the throne are seventy thousand veils... and Musa aleyhi 
salam did not stop approaching until there was only one veil between him and Allah. veil, 
then, when he saw his MAKAN (place), and he heard the cracking of the pen, Musa aleyhi 
salam said. “O my Lord! Show yourself to me so that | may look upon you" (Surat Al-'Araf, 
aya 143).” 


Kitab Asma Wa Sifaat by Imam Bayhaqi Page 294 


Al Fudayl ibn iyad (187AH) : Abu Abdullah bin Abi Hafs Al-Bukhari also said in his book 
Ibrahim bin mentioned Al-Ash’ath he said: | heard Al-Fudayl bin Ayadh say: If Al-Jahmi says 
to you: | do not believe in a Lord who will move from his makaan(place). Say to them: | 
believe in a Lord that does whatever he wishes 


AQIDATU SALAF WA AS-HAB UL-HADITH - IMAM AS-SABUNI (449H) Page 235 
Ibn Qutaydah (276AH) 


The Most High, and He is the Most High, and He is in the exalted place, and that hearts at 
the remembrance of Allah are exalted towards Him, and the hands are raised in supplication 
to Him 


TA-WEEL MUKHTALAF IL-HADEETH - IBN QUTAYBAH (276H) Page 394 
Harb Al-Kirmani (280AH) 


261 - Abd al-Rahman bin Muhammad al-Hanthali al-Hafiz said: Harb bin Ismail al-Kirmani 
told me in what he wrote to me: 


The Jahmiyyah are the enemies of Allah, and they are the ones who claim that the Qur’an is 
created, that Allah did not speak to Moses, that we does not see Him in the Hereafter, and 
that Allah does not have a place. / 241, and he is not above the throne, they are 
disbelievers, so beware of them 


Al Khasa’is Al-Kubra by Imam Suyuti Page 213 
Ibn Jarir at-Tabari (d. 310) quotes a group saying 


Others said: The meaning of that: He is the Most High over His creation, with His 
makaan(place) being higher than the places of His creation. Because the Most High 
mentioned Him above all of His creation, and He created Him below Him, just as He 
described Himself with Him as being on the Throne, and thus He is above them. 


Jami’ Al-Bayan On The Interpretation Of The Verse Of The Qur’an ((Tafsir Al-Tabari)) - Part 
4: Al-Baqarah 224-267 - Page 545 


Abu Isma'il al-Harawi (AH481) says 


"The beliefs of the Jahmiyya dissolve. The titles of wisdom. They respond to the Jews 
regarding their saying: ‘The hand of Allah is tied up.' They reject the attribute and deny the 
hand, thus becoming worse off than the Jews. For Allah affirmed the attribute and negated 
the defect. The Jews affirmed the attribute but affirmed the defect. These individuals negate 
the attribute as well as negate the defect. 


"So listen now, O people of understanding, and see the distinction of these over those. 
Those [people] - may Allah condemn their views - said: 'Indeed, Allah is present in every 
place.' And these [people] say: 'He is not in a place, nor is He described with location.’ The 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said to a woman from the Mua'wiya clan, 'Where is 


Allah?’ And they said: 'He is above, as He is below; He does not know where He is and is 
not described with a place." 


AT-TIS'EENIYYAH BY IBN TAYMIYYAH Chapter Tawheed of Names and Attributes, Pages 
990 & 991 


Imam Al-Bukhari (810-870) narrates that Fudayl Bin lyad said: "If a Jahmi says to you, ‘I do 
not believe in a Lord who leaves from his MAKAN (place).’ Then reply back: ‘I believe in a 
Lord who does what he wills!“ 


KHALQ AF'AAL AL-'IBAAD BY IMAM AL-BUKHARI Volume 2 Page 36 
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Imam Isma‘Tl al-Asbahant (535-457) (ai! 4s. AH) comments on the Hadith of the Prophet 
(saz) asking the slave woman: “Where is Allah?" 


The Prophet (sx) ruled her to having Iman when she said Allah is Above the Heavens, and 
the Jahmiyyah have ruled Kufr for whoever says this. 
al- Hujjah ff Bayan al-Mahaijjah | 115 


Ibn al-Mubarak was asked: “O Abu Abdur-rahman how does Allah Descend? Does that 
Place (Makan) not become devoid of Him?” 


Ibn Al Mubarak replied: “He Descends however He wishes.” 


Aqeedah As-habul Al Hadith of As Sabuni 


CD AelagtiAiiaN Jal iia Spal À Acland Aid Jai iial Joule 9d CD 


CP pE Ay til cry peti o om T D di pL Se oe NE OE E NERTO 
Oy gba cy daan b pal UG IG pt G tl oy AaS pla TOA 
Peer Mol ple pes Jsi phase gl o poh E 2G Nt E I ope ph Et JG aih 
A e P CETTE RATT UEAN ise Bewley 
iy lag sii Le SU a oS ell ole UG aM a ge 
ade VS ll Sg ably OS 2 wy EBL ae ally SI 
pidele gt 
ke olds 


1J he oy banal dps LS UU deat oy 


Gam iU Se She BB SIL. AEN ome pl ES oy pee oy dere lt 


AE i ge atl ner pI Jg Nai YN tT oy dae ELS pl 


OTAD Sb Apel (TAT TET / 


CP ake oy Bam er pals OTA M gel J lle ely 


Al-Hasan bin Uthman, who reported from Ali bin Muhammad bin Al-Zubair, who narrated 
from Ibrahim bin Abi Al-Anbas, who heard from Yahya bin ’Ubayd, who reported from 
Sufyan, who heard from Abu Hashim, who narrated from Mujahid. Mujahid said: Ibn Abbas 
was asked about people who believe in destiny. He replied, ‘They deny the Book. If | were to 
take a strand of hair from one of them, | would turn him away. Indeed, Allah, in His might and 
glory, was above His Throne before creating anything. He then created creation and 
recorded what would happen until the Day of Judgment. People are only following a decree 
that has already been concluded.” 


He narrated it” refers to Ibn Jarir in his Tafsir (17/19), and Ad-Darimi in his refutation of the 
Jahmiyyah (number 44) 

Sharh Usool Itiqad Page 326 

Sa’eed bin Aamir Ad-Dab’i (d. 208 H.), one of Imam Bukhari’s teachers, said: «The 
Jahmiyyah have said worse than the Jews and Christians, the Jews, Christians and the 


people of religions have agreed that Allah —Tabaraka wa Ta’ala- is over the Throne, and they 
(the Jahmiyyah) said: ‘There is nothing over the Throne.’ 


Khalq A’faal Al lbaad by Bukhari Volume 2 Page 17 
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M 135 lattes 

Their objection, if it were in a uss resembling creatures, is invalid, as what surrounds Sauls. 
and what is contained in them by a created being is inconsequential and devoid of meaning. 
For the Almighty is unlike anything in His creation, not comparable to anything in His 
creatures. He cannot be grasped through measurement or compared with His creation; there 
is nothing like unto Him. He existed before everything, then He created U4, heavens, and 
the earth and all that is between them. He remains after everything, the Creator of all, with 
no partner. Muslims and anyone with reason affirm that it is inconceivable for Him to exist in 
a U& or to be without a oS; for being without a lS implies nonexistence. This has been 
affirmed. 


If someone claims that He is not established upon a place except in a manner of connection 
with elevation, it is said that being established and elevation might be necessary, and the 
elevation is exalted. Not elevating the manner of connection entails not elevating the 
establishment. Even if this were necessary, the elevation would have existed eternally. 
Because He cannot exist in a place without being connected with elevation. We have 
reasoned and apprehended through our senses that we have souls within our bodies, not 
knowing the how of it. Our ignorance about the how of the souls does not imply that we don't 
have souls. Similarly, our ignorance about the how of His \ being on His throne doesn't imply 
that He is not on His throne. 


AT-TAMHID (SHARH AL-MUWATTA) BY IMAM IBN ABDIL-BARR (463H) VOLUME 7 
PAGES 135 & 137 


Narrated Mu'awiyah b. al-Hakam al-Sulami: 


| said: Messenger of Allah, | have a slave girl whom | slapped. This 
grieved the Messenger of Allah (*). | said to him: Should | not 
emancipate her? He said: Bring her to me. He said: Then | brought her. 
He asked: Where is Allah ? She replied: In the heaven. He said: Who 
am | ? She replied: You are the Messenger of Allah. He said: 
Emancipate her, she is a believer. 


Grade: Sahih (Al-Albani) 


Reference : Sunan Abi Dawud 3282 
In-book reference : Book 22, Hadith 41 
English translation : Book 21, Hadith 3276 
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It was reported that Mujahid (May Allah have mercy on him) said: 


"Between the seven heavens and the throne are seventy thousands veils (hijab), ... and 
Masa (d ale) did not cease to get closer until between him and Allah was a (single) veil, 
then when he saw his place (Makan), and he heard the cracking of the Pen, Misa (l 44e) 


said: 


«O my lord! Show me (yourself) so that i may look upon you» (Surat Al-‘Araf, aya 143) 


Al-lmam Ibn Battah Al-‘Ukbari Al-Hanbalt (4) 44a) [d. 387 AH] said: 


“““However we say: Our Exalted Lord is in the highest of places [Amakin], and the highest of 
highs [‘illiyytn], He rose over His Throne above His heavens, and His knowledge 
encompasses all His creation. **He knows what is far just as He knows what is near, and He 
knows what is hidden just as He knows what is apparent, as He described Himself, saying: 
"And with Him are the keys of the unseen; none knows them except Him. And He knows 
what is on the land and in the sea. Not a leaf falls but that He knows it. And no grain is there 
within the darknesses of the earth and no moist or dry [thing] but that it is [written] in a clear 


record." [Qur ān 6:59].” 


[ Al-lbanah Al-Kubra, Vol 2, Pages 442-443] 
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Al-Imām Ahmad (à aaa) [d. 241 AH] said: 


“So they [the Jahmiyyah] said: "Allāh brings something into being which then expresses the 
Speech of Allāh, just like He brought something into being which spoke to Musa ( #sx)." 


So we said: "Then who is speaking (in this verse) [as translated to] : 'Then We will surely 
question those to whom [a message] was sent, and We will surely question the messengers. 
Then We will surely relate [their deeds] to them with knowledge, and We were not [at all] 
absent.’ [Qur ān 7:6-7] 


Is Allāh not the One who asks?" They said: All of this is just a created thing that represents 
(expresses) [the Speech of] Allāh." 


We said: “You have verily invented a great lie against Allāh when you have claimed that He 
does not speak. Due to this you have likened Him to the idols which are worshipped besides 
Allāh. Because the statues do not speak or move, nor do they move from one place to 
another place."” 


[Note: Notice how the Jahmi's argument is very similar to what the Ashariyyah and 
Maturdiyyah believe? They believe that Allah created a voice that Musa heard or created a 
perception that indicates the speech of Allah.] 


Al-lmam Abū Ahmad Al-Karajī Al-Qassab [d. 360 AH] (à 44a) said: 


“And His saying (as translated to): «But if they are arrogant - then those who are near your 
Lord [i.e., the angels] exalt Him by night and by day, and they do not become weary.» 
[Qur'an 41:38] is a response to the Jahmiyyah and Mu tazilah, and those who negate makān 
(place) and hadd (boundary) for Allāh ($) and claim that He is not in Himself fi As-Sama’ 
(above the heaven) alone without the earth. He has said (as translated to), as you see, 
«those who are near your Lord,» and they are the angels. No one doubts that they are fī 
As-Sama’ (above the heaven), and if they are with Him, then He - glorified and exalted is He 


- is above it with a hadd (boundary) that He knows by Himself, even if His creation is 
incapable of comprehending it.” 


[Nukat Al-Qur’an, Vol 4, Pages 79-80] 
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SHARH AL-AQEEDA AT-TAHAWIYYAH LI 
IBN ABIL-'IZZ AL-HANAFI PAGES 189-190 


Sharh on Imam Tahawi’s statement of Allah 4 not being encompassed by six directions 


The saying of Imaam at-Tahaawi <i! aaa 
leai) Las Coull Glgall 4g ga Y 
can be translated as 


The six directions do not enclose, contain, encompass, surround Him as [is the case with] all 
of the created things 


The Saying of at-Tahaawi is a Refutation of the Jahmites and Deniers of al-Uluww 
And this is made apparently and abundantly clear by the following four points: 


The Universe is Finite: You cannot escape from affirming that this universe is finite, meaning 
that it must stop somewhere and have an outer limit or boundary, otherwise it is pure 
atheism to claim the universe is infinite, and anyone saying such a thing has spoken with 
plain manifest kufr. 


The Notion of six directions Exists Only Within the Creation: 


As the above cannot be denied then the notion of the six directions only applies to what is 
within the boundaries of the said universe, and the six directions are all relative to each other 
as it relates to whatever is within the boundaries of the universe. And if anyone claims that 
the notion of six directions exists outside of the universe as it exists within the universe, then 
he has claimed that the universe is actually infinite and does not stop at any point, and he 
has spoken with plain manifest kufr. And this is true upon the basis of the language of the 
Mutakallimeen themselves, because to them "direction (jihah) necessitate place (makaan) 
and place necessitates something being a body (jismiyyah)" - so if the Mutakallimoon claim 
the notion of six directions exists outside of the universe, they have spoken with an infinite 
universe. This is because if the notion of six directions exists outside the boundaries of the 


universe, then those six directions can only be considered directions if they are in turn 
surrounded by six directions and so on - and so you have to go to infinity to maintain that 
claim, and this is pure atheism. 


‘Abdullah Ibn Mas ‘id (ic àl 2) said: 


“Between the lowest heaven and the one after it is the distance of five hundred years, and 
between every two heavens is the distance of five hundred years, and between the seventh 
heaven and the Kursi is the distance of five hundred years, and between the Kursi and the 
water is the distance of five hundred years, and the Throne is above the water, Allah the 
Almighty is above the Throne. And nothing is hidden from Allah of your deeds.” And in other 
narrations “He knows what you are upon” 


[Al-Asma wa As-Sifat of Al-Bayhaqi (pg. 1016 and 1017)] 


Ibn Al-Qayyim and Al-Dhahabi says: Isnad Sahih [ljtima Al-Juyush Al-Islamiyyah (pg. 390), 
Kitab Al-Arsh (2/165)] 


Ibn Hajar says: Ibn Khuzaymah [d.311H] graded it Sahih [Fath Al-Bari 13/413] 


polis agree pone paleo ela Bes a And if it is said: 'He is in the sky,’ the meaning is that He 
Koan something non-existent and sometimes is in the height, and He is above everything, not within the 
something existent. heavens. The sky is the height, and everything that is 


above is called sky. 
For this reason, the people of affirmation, among the 


people of hadith and the Salafis from all sects, some Itis said: ‘Sama, yasma, sumu,’ meaning ‘to be high, to 
of them use the term ‘direction,’ and some do not use ascend, to rise.’ This term includes everything that is 
it. These are two positions among the companions of above; it does not specify some types due to the context. 
Ahmad, al-Shafi'i, Malik, and Abu Hanifa, and others So if it is said: ‘Let him extend a rope to the sky,’ it may 


among the people of hadith and opinion. mean the ceiling. And if it is said: "The rain descended 
from the sky,’ its descent is from the clouds. 
Similarly, the term ‘place,’ some use it and some Andi -The thr ts in the sky.’ the meanina | 


prohibit it. As for the term ‘spatially confined,’ some ` what is above the celestial spheres. And if it is said: 
deny it, and most do not use it nor deny it, because ‘Allah is in “aha aain of thm in tent i 
these terms are ambiguous and can imply both truth above all creations, or it means He is above and beyond 


o and falsehood. the sky. But to be inside the heavens is not the statement 
If this is the case, it is said: The statement of the one of le of 


n l kn nd 
who says that Allah is in a direction or space or =the Sunnah. and whoever says this is ignorant, like those 
place, if by it he means something existent other who say that Allah descends and the throne remains. 

than Allah, then that is among His creations and His above Him, or who say that He is confined by something 
works. 


from His creations. These are misguided, just as those 
If they say: Allah is above His heavens on His throne, who deny (His attributes) are misguided. 


separate from His creation, it is impossible for Him to 
be confined or encompassed by something existent And if b the term direction, s ce, or lace somethin 
other than Him. whether it is called a place. a non-existent is meant, the non-existent is not a thing. So 
Face per eager E a a space. or otherwise. it is also impossible if what is meant by what is above all creations is called a 
ng py ney niger pe sexe E ng Him to be in need of any of His creations: neither direction, space, or place, the meaning is that God alone 


i n rei xi ~ 

the throne nor anything else. is there, and there is nothing else from the existents: no 

the throne nor anything else direction, no space, no place. Rather, He is above every 
i irecti | n 

Rather, by His power, He is the bearer of the throne Exalted and glorified is He. 


and its bearers. For He who is separate from the 
creations, exalted above them, cannot be inside any pap AT-TA'ARUD AL-'AQL WAN-NAQL - IBN TAYMIYYAH 


of them. VOLUME 7 PAGES 15-17 


Al-Imam At-Tabari (àl 4s ) [d.310H] said: 


“Ibn Bashar narrated to us, ‘Abdu Ar-Rahman (ibn Mahdi) narrated to us, from Sufyan 
(Ath-Thawri) from Abi Hashim, from Mujahid, he said: | said to Ibn “Abbas («ic àl 25): Some 
people deny Qadr (the divine decree). So he said: Verily, they deny the Book of Allah, | 
would grab one of them by his hair and shake him. Verily, Allah was on His Throne before 
He created anything [else] (meaning allah always had the same makaan not that the throne 
is eternal) then the first thing Allah created [after] was the Pen, and it wrote down everything 
that will happen until the Day of Judgment. People are merely following what has already 
been decreed.” 


Tafsir At-Tabari, Vol 23, Page 146 
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created, As such, it could not encompass Allah, for no created being 
can encompass Him. Exalted is He above that. If by the word 
“direction” one means something non-existent, that is, beyond the 
' bounds of this world, then there is nothing there except Allah. 
Taking “direction” in this sense, if we say that Allah is in a certain 
direction or space, it is correct, for it means that He is above the 
world, beyond the limits of creation and beyond everything. 
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author stated, “He is not bound by the six directions of 
space as all created beings are,” is true in the sense that nothing 
created can encompass Him. On the contrary, He encompasses all 
and is above all. This is what the author means by this statement, as 
later he states, “Allah encompasses all and is above all.” When we 
put these words together with the above sentence, it becomes clear 
that what he wants to say is that Allah is not surrounded or 
encompassed by anything, as created beings are; on the contrary, He 
encompasses everything and is above everything. 
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Imam Harb ibn Isma ‘Tl al-Kirmant (à 4s) stated: 


"The Jahmiyyah are the enemies of Allah, and they are the ones who claim that the Qur’an 
is created, that Allah (J>; j£) did not speak to Misa, that He will not be seen in the Akhirah, 
that there is no known place (Makan) for Allah and that He is not upon a Throne, nor a kursi 
and many other things | even hate to narrate. And they are Kuffar Zanadiqah, enemies of 
Allah, so be aware of them." 


[Kitab as-Sunnah, Pg. 64, no. 96]. 


